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MINUTES OF THE 
BLANCHARD MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 – 7:00 O’CLOCK P.M. 

 
Present:  Mayor Digilormo, Alderpersons Ashby, Jones, Lee, Prewett and Whittington, Chief 
Presswood, Lonnie Smith, David Yeates, Billy Boles, Perry Fuller, Mat Graf, Jamie Davis, Billy 
Barnes, Jennie Ashby, Town Clerk-Debra Smith, and citizens.  
Absent: Attorney Tom Arceneaux. 
Meeting called to order by Digilormo. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Ashby. 
Invocation given by Digilormo. 
 
Questions and statements by citizens: 
 
Danny Bernard asked for an update regarding the mowing along the right of way next to the 
railroad tracks on W. Front Street. Whittington asked Yeates to meet with Mr. Bernard to help 
clear up who is responsible for that area. 
 
Pete Holley and John Fuller from the Northwood Hills subdivision asked the Council to consider 
designating Beechwood Hills and Sand Hill to be one-way traffic on Halloween night due to 
many small children running around the neighborhood. Jones requested that a resolution stating 
such be presented at the regular October meeting.  
 
Motion made by Jones to accept the minutes of the regular meeting of August 14, 2012. Second 
by Prewett. All voted yea. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Alliance Engineering-John French 
John French and Lanny Buck with Alliance, now a subsidiary of KSA Engineers, Inc. wanted to 
introduce themselves and their firm to the Council. The Council thanked them for their time. 
 
Chris and Chrissy Smith-Trailer demolition bill 
Chris Smith requested to meet with the Mayor after the meeting. Jones deferred to regular 
October meeting subject to the authority given to the Mayor for the collection matter. 
 
Shaw Group-Bob Fisher to provide update re: Caddo Parish 
Bob Fisher stated that Phases I through IV have been 95% completed. He also stated that the 
next 2 phases would be approximately 4 months to complete. Mr. Fisher also requested a copy 
of the water main locations, the Council approved and referred him to Yeates. 
 
New Territory Unit 5 Line Dedication & Street Light placement 
Jones deferred to regular October meeting. 
 
Dr. Haynes’s property subdivide 
Motion by Lee to allow Dr. Haynes’s newly annexed property to be subdivided into 3 lots and 
remain zoned light commercial. Second by Prewett. All voted yea.  
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Blanchard Athletic Club-water usage and annexation 
Donnie Breeden stated that he contacted Bowman regarding the survey discrepancy and is 
scheduling a re-survey of the Blanchard Ball Park. Mr. Breeden stated that they are trying to 
keep the ballpark open year round and are only watering around 2:00 a.m. Only the infields are 
watered, not the outfields. Lee asked Yeates to get an average water usage for the last 9 
months to present to the Council at the regular October meeting. The Council may then 
consider allowing a certain amount of water usage with the ballpark paying the overage. Mr. 
Breeden will attend the October meeting with an update on the annexation issue as well as 
discuss the watering issue. 
 
Introduce Ordinance 11 of 2012-Regulating Mobile Home Parks in town limits 
The following was introduced by Jones to be considered at the regular October council meeting. 

 
ORDINANCE 11 OF 2012 

 
An Ordinance to Regulate the Development and Operation of Mobile Home 
Parks Within the Corporate Limits of the Town of Blanchard and Otherwise 

Providing With Respect Thereto. 
 
Daughters of American Revolution proclamation Constitution Week 
Motion by Jones to adopt the week of September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week. Second 
by Ashby. All voted yea. The Mayor made the following proclamation: 
 

TOWN OF BLANCHARD 
PROCLAMATION 

“CONSTITUTION WEEK” 
 
WHEREAS, September 17, 2012, marks the two hundred twenty-fifth anniversary of 

the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the 
Constitutional Convention; and  

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to accord official recognition of this magnificent 
document and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic 
celebrations which will commemorate the occasion; and,  

WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by 
the President of the United States of America designating September 17 
through 23 as Constitution Week, and 

WHEREAS, ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the constitution had 
in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through 
this guardian of our liberties, remembering that lost rights may never be 
regained; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHNNY DIGILORMO, by virtue of the authority vested in me as           
Mayor of the Town of Blanchard, State of Louisiana, do hereby proclaim 
THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17 THROUGH 23, 2012 as 
“CONSTITUTION WEEK.” 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the 
Town of Blanchard, Louisiana to be affixed this 11th day of  September, in 
the year of our  Lord two thousand twelve. 

 
Eliminate bill extensions until the 1st of month and change wording on users agreement  
and bills re: “reconnect fee.” 
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Motion by Jones to eliminate bill extensions until the 1st of the month and to change the wording 
on the user’s agreement and back of utility bills to read as follows: 

If the bill is not paid by 8:30 a.m. on the 25th of the month, Blanchard Utilities will 
turn off the water and the customer responsible for the bill will be charged an 
additional fee of $35.00, no exceptions. 

Second by Prewett. All voted yea. 
 
New position created at water plant 
Prewett deferred to regular October meeting. 
 
Job description for Billing Manager/Assistant Bookkeeper 
Motion by Jones to accept the job description as written, second by Whittington. Ashby 
abstained. All voted yea. 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENTS 
Buildings and Grounds-Whittington asked the Council to consider an additional location within 
the town limits for another compactor site. 
 
Streets and Rights of Way-Jones nothing to report. 
 
Water Department-Prewett stated tomorrow, September 12, 2012, will be the official 
groundbreaking ceremony at the new water plant site and encouraged everyone to attend. 
 
Sewer Department-Ashby stated the employees have been working hard on minor issues. 
Ashby also stated that the Ethics Board has fined him $1,000.00 and if the Town continues to 
do business with Bearing Service, Ashby would be required to resign effectively immediately. 
Motion by Lee to no longer do business with Bearing Service effectively immediately. Second by 
Prewett. Ashby abstained. All voted yea. 
 
Police Department-Presswood requested an LGAP grant be applied for to purchase a new 
police car. He also asked that the front parking at the police station be repaved when possible.  
 
Treasurer Report-Lee nothing to report. 
 
COMMENTS BY THE MAYOR:   
Mayor reported a workshop has been scheduled for September 25 at 6:30 p.m. Motion to 
adjourn by Whittington, second by Prewett. All voted yea. Adjourned 8:16 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________          ________________________________ 
JOHNNY DIGILORMO, MAYOR   DEBRA SMITH, TOWN CLERK 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF CADDO 

I, the undersigned Town Clerk of the Town of Blanchard, State of Louisiana, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing three (3) pages constitute a true and correct copy of minutes 

from a regular meeting held by the Board of Alderpersons on September 11, 2012. 

IN FAITH WHEREOF, witness my official signature and Town Seal on this, the 

12th day of September 2012. 

   
  _____________________________ 
  Debra Smith, Town Clerk 
 
 


