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MINUTES OF THE 
BLANCHARD MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING – APRIL 8, 2014 
7:00 O’CLOCK 

 

Present: Mayor Digilormo, Alderpersons Ashby, Guin, Jones, Lee, and Whittington, Chief 
Presswood, Attorney Tom Arceneaux, Lonnie Smith, David Yeates, Debra Smith-Town Clerk, 
and various citizens. 
Absent: None. 
Meeting called to order by Mayor. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Eagle Scout Jacob Prymek.   
Invocation given by Arceneaux. 
Questions and Statements of Citizens: Motion by Jones to approve minutes of the Regular 
Meeting March 11, 2014. Second by Lee. All voted yea. 
 

Old Business 
 
Public Hearing on Ordinance 2 of 2014-Backflow Prevention Ordinance. 
Public Hearing opened 7:05 p.m. There being no comments the Public Hearing closed 7:06 p.m. 
 
Vote on Ordinance 2 of 2014-Backflow prevention ordinance as recommended by DHH. 
Motion by Whittington, second by Jones to adopt the following amendments to Ordinance 2 of 
2014:  
Amendment No. 1 to Ordinance 2 of 2014: 
That the first recital paragraph of Section 1 of Ordinance 2 of 2014 is hereby amended as 
follows: 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Board of Alderpersons of the Town of Blanchard desire 
to ensure that the plumbing systems of customers, as defined herein, are outfitted with 
adequate measures for backflow prevention, as recently recommended by the Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals (“DHH”). 

Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance 2 of 2014: 
That the introductory paragraph of Section 15.51 of Section 1 of Ordinance 2 is hereby 
amended as follows:  

The following definitions shall apply only to Article E of Chapter 15, and each 
appearance of any such defined term set forth below shall have the meaning attributed 
to it in the definitions of Section 15.51, regardless of whether or not such term is 
capitalized in the text of this Article E. For those terms not defined in this Article E, the 
definitions contained in the Louisiana State Plumbing Code 2000 edition (LSPC, 2000 
Edition), and as amended, shall apply. 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
YEAS: Ashby, Guin, Jones, Lee, and Whittington  
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
Motion by Whittington, second by Ashby to adopt the following amendment to Ordinance 2 of 
2014: 
Amendment No. 3 to Ordinance 2 of 2014: 
That SEC. 15.51 Definitions of Section 1 of Ordinance 2 of 2014 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
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“Customer” means the owner, operator, or occupant of a building or property which has 
a water service from a public water system, or the owner or operator of a private water 
system which has a water service from a public water system. “Customer” shall not 
include any residential connection used for dwelling purposes, unless the residence is 
also used as a business premises and the home-based business or occupation involves 
operation of a home-based business or occupation which the Town or Town Inspector 
deems a potentially significant and high hazard to the Town water supply. 

Roll call vote was as follows:  
YEAS: Ashby, Guin, Jones, Lee, and Whittington  
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

ORDINANCE 2 of 2014 
 

An Ordinance adopting Standards and Procedures to Ensure Adequate Protections from 
the Backflow of Wastewater into the Potable Water System as Mandated by the State of 

Louisiana, Department of Health and Hospitals (“DHH”) and otherwise providing with 
respect thereto. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Board of Alderpersons of the Town of Blanchard desire to 
ensure that the plumbing systems of customers, as defined herein, are outfitted with adequate 
measures for backflow prevention, as recently recommended by the Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals (“DHH”). 
FURTHER WHEREAS, that this legislation be included in Chapter 15, Article E of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Blanchard. 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Mayor and the Board of Alderpersons of the Town of 
Blanchard, Louisiana, in due, legal and regular session convened, as follows: 

SECTION 1:  That Article E of Chapter 15 be created to include the following provisions, 
which provisions shall be numbered consecutively as section in the new Article. 
SEC. 15.50 CROSS-CONNECTION CONTROL DEVICE OR METHOD REQUIRED. 
Each existing or new structure is required to implement and maintain an adequate 
cross-connection control device or method for backflow prevention as mandated under state law 
and state regulations. 
SEC. 15.51 DEFINITIONS.   
The following definitions shall apply only to Article E of Chapter 15, and each appearance of any 
such defined term set forth below shall have the meaning attributed to it in the definitions of 
Section 15.51, regardless of whether or not such term is capitalized in the text of this Article E. 
For those terms not defined in this Article E, the definitions contained in the Louisiana State 
Plumbing Code 2000 edition (LSPC, 2000 Edition), and as amended, shall apply.  
1) “Administrative authority” means the Town, or any agent, employee, officer, department, or 
board of the Town designated to enforce this ordinance. 
2) “Approved” means accepted or acceptable under an applicable specification or standard 
stated or cited in the code, or accepted as suitable for the proposed use under procedures and 
authority of the administrative authority. 
3) “Approved backflow prevention assembly for containment” means an air gap meeting ASME 
Standard A 112.1.2 - 1991 (R 1998) “Air Gaps in Plumbing Systems” or a backflow prevention 
assembly which is listed by the University of Southern California-Foundation for Cross 
Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USCFCCCHR) as having met the requirements of 
ANSI/AWWA Standard C510-97 or ASSE Standard 1015-1993, “Double Check Valve Backflow-
Prevention Assemblies”, or ANSI/AWWA Standard C511-97 or ASSE Standard 1013-1993, 
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“Reduced-Pressure Principle Backflow Assemblies” for containment. The listing shall include the 
limitations of use based on the degree of hazard. The backflow prevention assembly must also 
be listed by the ASSE in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition or other testing agency approved 
by the administrative authority. This term shall additionally include those backflow prevention 
assemblies meeting ANSI/ASSE Standard 1047-1995, “Backflow Preventer, Reduced Pressure 
Detector Assembly”, or ANSI/ASSE Standard 1048-1995, “Backflow Preventer, Double Check 
Detector Assembly”. (These detector assembly devices are often times used on fire 
protection/fire sprinkler systems to detect and monitor unauthorized water usage.)  
4) “Approved backflow prevention assembly for containment in fire protection system” means a 
backflow prevention assembly listed in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition to be used in a fire 
protection system which also meets the requirements of Factory Mutual Research Corporation 
(FM) and Underwriters Laboratory (UL) and the requirement of the standard Codes adopted by 
the Town. Devices sized smaller than 2½ inches which have not been listed by Underwriters 
Laboratory (UL) and tested by Factory Mutual Research Corporation (FM) may be allowed if 
approved by the State Fire Marshal, and such device is listed in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 
Edition. Any such device under this definition shall minimally meet the definition of an “approved 
backflow prevention assembly for containment.” In addition, the particular type of device to be 
used for a particular application/degree of hazard shall be selected and installed in accord with 
the requirements of Table D104 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition. 
5) “Approved testing agency” means an organization primarily established for purposes of 
testing to approved standards and approved by the administrative authority (e.g., American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), American Society of Sanitary Engineers (ASSE), 
American Water Works Association (AWWA), American National Standards Institute (ANSI), 
Factory Mutual Research Corporation (FM), Underwriters Laboratory (UL), University of 
Southern California-Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC-
FCCCHR), etc.).  
6) “Auxiliary water supply” means any water supply on or available to the premises other than 
the Town's approved public water supply such as, but not limited to, a private well, pond or river. 
7) “Backflow” means the flow of water or other liquids, mixtures, or substance into the 
distribution pipes of a potable supply of water from any sources other than its intended source. 
8) “Backflow connection” means any arrangement whereby backflow can occur. 
9) “Back-pressure backflow” means backflow due to an increased pressure above the supply 
pressure. This may be due to pumps, boilers, gravity or other sources of pressure. 
10) “Backflow preventer” means a device or method to prevent backflow into the potable water 
system. 
11) “Backflow prevention assembly general tester” means those individuals holding a testing 
certificate from a nationally recognized backflow certification organization approved by the State 
Health Officer. Such individuals are not required to be a licensed plumber and are authorized to 
perform tests of backflow prevention devices and methods. When such devices or methods are 
located on private property, a backflow prevention assembly general tester is not authorized to 
install, repair, or maintain such devices or methods. A general tester may perform installation, 
maintenance or repairs, if the backflow prevention device is on public property, after having 
obtained approval from the Town. 
12) “Backflow prevention assembly technician” means a water supply protection specialist 
licensed by the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana pursuant to LA. R.S. 37:1361, et seq., and 
its implementing regulations (LAC 46:LV.101, et seq.). All water supply protection specialists are 
Louisiana licensed plumbers who hold such a special endorsement on their plumbing license. 
Such individuals are authorized to test, install, repair, and maintain backflow prevention devices 
and methods. 
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13) “Back-siphonage” means the flowing back of used, contaminated, or polluted water from a 
plumbing fixture or vessel into a water supply pipe due to a negative pressure in such pipe. (See 
“backflow”)  
14) “Code”  shall mean, when used alone, these regulations, subsequent amendments thereto 
or any emergency rule or regulation which the administrative authority having jurisdiction may 
lawfully adopt. 
15) “Containment” means a method of backflow prevention which requires the installation of an 
air gap or a backflow prevention assembly immediately following the water meter or as close to 
that location as deemed practical by the administrative authority. 
16) “Contamination” means an impairment of the quality of the potable water which creates an 
actual hazard to the public health through poisoning or through the spread of disease by 
sewage, industrial fluids or waste. Also defined as “high hazard.” 
17) “Cross-connection” means any connection or arrangement, physical or otherwise, between 
a potable water supply system and any plumbing fixture or any tank, receptacle, equipment or 
device, through which it may be possible for non-potable, used, unclean, polluted or 
contaminated water, or other substances, to enter into any part of such potable water system 
under any condition. 
18) “Customer” means the owner, operator, or occupant of a building or property which has a 
water service from a public water system, or the owner or operator of a private water system 
which has a water service from a public water system. “Customer” shall not include any 
residential connection used for dwelling purposes, unless the residence is also used as a 
business premises and the home-based business or occupation involves operation of a home-
based business or occupation which the Town or Town Inspector deems a potentially significant 
and high hazard to the Town water supply.  
19) “Degree of hazard” means the rating of a cross-connection or water service which indicates 
if it has the potential to cause contamination or pollution. 
20) “Domestic sewage” means the liquid and water-borne wastes derived from the ordinary 
living processes, free from industrial wastes, and of such character as to permit satisfactory 
disposal, without special treatment, into the public sewer or by means of a private sewage 
disposal system. 
21) “Double check valve backflow prevention assembly” means a backflow prevention device 
consisting of two independently acting internally loaded check valves, four properly located test 
cocks, and two isolation valves. 
22) “Existing work” means a plumbing system, or any part thereof which has been installed prior 
to the effective date of this Code. 
23) “Fire protection system” means any system used for fire protection or suppression with a 
direct connection to the public water supply, including but not limited to sprinklers, stand-pipes, 
and siamese connections. 
24) “High hazard” see contamination. 
25) “High hazard cross connection” means a cross-connection which may cause an impairment 
of the quality of the potable water by creating an actual hazard to the public health, through 
poisoning or through the spread of disease by sewage, industrial fluids, or waste. 
26) “Industrial waste” means any and all liquid or water-borne waste from industrial or 
commercial processes, except domestic sewage. 
27) “Isolation” means a method of backflow prevention in which a backflow prevention assembly 
is located at the cross-connection rather than at the water service entrance. 
28) “Labeled” means equipment or materials bearing a label or listing agency. 
29) “Liquid water” means the discharge from any fixture, appliance or appurtenance in 
connection with a plumbing system which does not receive fecal matter. 
30) “Listed” means equipment or materials included in a list published by a listing agency that 
maintains periodic inspection or current production of listed equipment or materials and whose 
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listing states either that the equipment or material complies with approved standards or has 
been tested and found suitable for use in a specified manner. 
31) “Listing agency” means an agency accepted by the administrative authority which is in the 
business of listing or labeling and which maintains a periodic inspection program on current 
production of listed models, and which makes available a published report of such listing in 
which specific information is included that the product has been tested to approved standards 
and found safe for use in a specific manner. (e.g., USC-FCCCHR, ASSE, etc.) 
32) “Low hazard” see pollution. 
33) “Low hazard cross-connection” means a cross-connection which may cause an impairment 
of the quality of potable water to a degree which does not create a hazard to the public health, 
but which does adversely and unreasonably affect the aesthetic qualities of such potable waters 
for domestic use. 
34) “Main” means the principal artery of any system of continuous piping to which branches may 
be connected. 
35) “May” is a permissive term. 
36) “Pharmaceutical-grade antifreeze” means a food-grade antifreeze such as an inhibited 
propylene glyco-based fluid. 
37) “Point of entry” means the point of connection to the potable water system. 
38) “Point of introduction” means the point at which any additive is introduced to the water 
supply system. 
39) “Pollution” means an impairment of the quality of the potable water to a degree which does 
not create a hazard to the public health but which does adversely and unreasonably affect the 
aesthetic qualities of such potable waters for domestic use. Also defined as “low hazard.” 
40) “Potable water” means water which is satisfactory for drinking, culinary, and domestic 
purposes and meets state and local requirements. 
41) “Reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly” means a backflow prevention 
device consisting of two independently acting internally loaded check valves, a differential 
pressure relief valve, four properly located test cocks, and two isolation valves. 
42) “Sewage” means any liquid waste containing animal or vegetable matter in suspension or 
solution and may include liquids containing chemicals in solution. 
43) “Shall” The word “shall” is a mandatory term. 
44) “Table D 104" refers to the table marked D 104 in appendix D of the Louisiana State 
Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition. (Known as the containment device table) 
45) “Table D 105" refers to the table marked D 105 in appendix D of the Louisiana State 
Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition. (Known as the fixture isolation table) 
46) “Section D 106" refers to the Section marked D 106 in appendix D of the Louisiana State 
Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition. 
47) “Water service” Depending on the context, “water service” means the physical connection 
between a public water system and a customer's building, property, or private water system, or 
the act of providing potable water to a customer. 
48) “Water supply system” means the water supply system of a building or premises consisting 
of the building supply pipe, the water distributing pipes and the necessary connecting pipes, 
fittings, control valves, and all appurtenances carrying or supplying potable water in or adjacent 
to the building or premises. 
49) “Town” means the Town. 
SEC. 15.52 ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY. 
A.  The Town shall have the right to enter, with the consent of the customer, or upon the basis 
of a suitable warrant issued by a court of appropriate jurisdiction, any property to inspect for 
cross-connections.  
B.  The State of Louisiana will approve training programs for “backflow prevention assembly 
technicians” and register “backflow prevention assembly technicians” who successfully 
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complete a training program approved by the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana as per LA. 
R.S. 37:1367(G) and LAC 46:LV.310, all of which applies to licensed plumbers. In addition, the 
State Health Officer, through the LSPC, 2000 Edition, does accept certain persons as “general 
testers” per Section D108.1.1 thereof. Such individuals are known and defined herein as 
“backflow prevention assembly general testers.” The limitations of jurisdiction/authority of 
“backflow prevention assembly general testers” are described within said definition. 
C.  The Town shall collect a fee of $25.00 for each inspection done by the Town . The 
inspection will only be for the Town to make sure that the air gap or backflow prevention device 
is in place and is the proper cross-connection control device or method used in accord with 
Table D104 and Section D106. 
D. The Town shall maintain records  of cross-connection hazard surveys, and the installation, 
testing, and repair of all backflow prevention assemblies installed for containment purposes. 
E.   Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the Town are authorized to take additional 
actions which may not be specifically covered herein that are deemed necessary to protect the 
Town’s water supply from potential or actual cross connections in accord with the requirements 
of the Louisiana State Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition. 
SEC. 15.53 WATER SERVICES. 
A. New water services. 
1) Plans shall be submitted to the Town for review on all new water services in order to 
determine the degree of hazard. 
2) The Town shall approve the type of backflow prevention assembly or method required for 
containment based on the requirement of Table D104 and degree of hazard. If a cross-
connection is not listed in Table D104, the Town shall use Table B1 of the “Manual for the 
Selection, Installation, Maintenance, and Field Testing of Backflow Prevention Devices” 
(CAN/CSA Standard B64.10-1994) as a guide to determine the type of device to require. (This 
document is referred to in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition.) 
3) The Town shall require the installation of the appropriate backflow prevention assembly or 
method for containment before the initiation of water service. 
B. Existing water service. 
1) Any changes of, or additions to, existing water services shall be treated as new water 
services for the purpose of this ordinance. 
2) Within six (6) months after adoption of this ordinance, the Town shall publish and make 
available to each customer a copy of the standards used to determine the degree of hazard. 
3) Each customer shall survey the activities and processes which receives water service and 
shall report to the Town if cross-connections exist and the degree of hazard. Upon a finding of 
hazard, the customer shall cause the appropriate backflow prevention assembly or method to 
be installed in a timely fashion. 
4) For existing water services, the Town may inspect the premises to determine the degree of 
hazard. When high hazard cross-connections are found the Town shall:  

i.Develop a schedule of compliance which the customer shall follow, or  
ii.Terminate the water service until a backflow prevention assembly or method for 

containment required by the Town has been installed. 
5) Failure of the Town to notify a customer that the customer has a high hazard cross-
connection and should install backflow prevention assemblies or methods for containment in no 
way relieves the customer of the responsibility to comply with all requirements of this section. 
SEC. 15.54 CUSTOMER DUTIES. 
A. The customer shall be responsible for ensuring that no cross-connections exist without 
approved backflow protection within the customer's premises starting at the point of service from 
the public potable water system. 
B. The customer shall, at the customer's own expense, cause installation, operation, testing and 
maintenance of the backflow prevention assemblies required by the Town. The customer shall 
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advise the Town in advance of when a device is to be tested to allow the Town the opportunity 
to witness the test. 
C. Within fifteen (15) days after testing and/or repairs are completed, the customer shall provide 
the administrative authority with copies of records of the installation and of all tests and repairs 
made to the backflow prevention assembly on a form provided by the Town. 
D. In the event of a backflow incident, the customer shall immediately notify the Town of the 
incident and take steps to confine the contamination or pollution. Water service will not be 
restored until corrective action is taken and approved after inspection by the Town. 
E. In accordance with Section D108.3.4 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition, the customer shall maintain 
records of installations, tests, repairs, overhauls, or replacements of backflow prevention 
devices or methods for at least 5 years and, upon request, such records shall be made available 
to the Town. 
SEC. 15.55 REQUIREMENTS. 
A. Town requirements: 
1) For premises existing prior to the start of this program, the Town will perform evaluations and 
inspections of plans and/or premises and inform the customer by letter of any corrective action 
deemed necessary, the method of achieving the correction, and the time allowed for the 
correction to be made. Ordinarily, ninety (90) days will be allowed, however, this time period 
may be shortened depending upon the degree of hazard involved and the history of the 
device(s) in question. 
2) The Town will not allow any cross-connection to remain unless it is protected by an approved 
backflow preventer or an air gap for which a permit has been issued and which will be regularly 
tested to insure satisfactory operation. 
3) The Town shall notify the Customer by letter of any failure to comply at the time of the first re-
inspection or immediately following the first re-inspection. The Town will allow an additional 
fifteen (15) days for the correction. In the event the Customer fails to comply with the necessary 
correction by the time of the second re-inspection, the Town will notify the Customer by letter 
that the water service to the Customer’s premises will be terminated within five (5) days from the 
customer’s receipt of such letter. In the event that the Customer informs the Town of 
extenuating circumstances as to why the correction has not been made, a time extension may 
be granted by the Town but in no case will exceed an additional thirty (30) days. 
4) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, if the Town determines at any time that a serious 
threat to the public health exists, the water service will be terminated immediately. 
5) The Town shall have on file a list of Private Contractors who are certified backflow device 
testers and/or repairers. All charges for these tests, repairs, etc., will be paid by the Customer of 
the building or property. 
6) The Town will begin initial premise inspections to determine the nature of existing or potential 
hazards, following the approval of this program by the Town’s Board of Alderpersons and 
Mayor, during the calendar year 2014. Initial focus will be on high hazard industries and 
commercial premises. 
B. Customer requirements: 
1) The Customer shall be responsible for the elimination or protection of all cross-connections 
on his premises. 
2) The Customer, after having been informed by a letter from the Town, shall at his expense, 
install, maintain, and test or have tested, any and all backflow prevention devices or methods on 
his premises. 
3) The Customer shall correct any malfunction of the backflow prevention device or method 
which is revealed by periodic testing. 
4) The Customer shall inform the Town of any proposed or modified cross-connection and also 
any existing cross-connection of which the Customer is aware but has not been found by the 
Town. 
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5) The Customer shall not install a bypass around any backflow prevention device or method 
unless there is a backflow prevention device or method of the same type on the bypass. 
Customers who cannot shut down operation for testing of the device(s) or method(s) must 
supply additional devices or methods necessary to allow testing to take place. 
6) The Customer shall install backflow prevention devices or methods in a manner approved by 
the Town and in conformance with the installation requirements of Section 606 of the LSPC, 
2000 Edition. In addition, devices having an atmospheric port or discharge shall be installed 
such that the port or discharge point is located at least 24 inches above the highest flood level 
which may have occurred in the previous 10 year period. 
7) The Customer shall install only backflow prevention devices or methods approved by the 
Town. 
8) Any Customer having a private well, auxiliary water supply or other private water source, 
must have a permit if the well, auxiliary water supply or source is cross-connected to the Town's 
system. Permission to crossconnect may be denied by the Town. The customer may be 
required to install a backflow prevention device or method at the service entrance if a private 
water source is maintained, even if it is not cross-connected to the Town's system. 
9) In the event the Customer installs plumbing to provide potable water for domestic purposes 
which is on the Town's side of the backflow prevention device or method, such plumbing must 
have its own backflow preventer installed. 
10) The Customer shall be responsible for the payment of all fees for permits, annual or semi-
annual device or method testing, re-testing in the case that the device or method fails to operate 
correctly, and second re-inspections for noncompliance with the Town's requirements. 
SEC. 15.56 REQUIRED BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES OR METHODS FOR 
CONTAINMENT. 
A. Water Service Assemblies: An air gap or an approved reduced pressure principle backflow 
prevention assembly is required for water services having one or more potential cross-
connections which the administrative authority classifies as high hazard as defined by tables 
D104 and D105. 
B. Fire Protection System Assemblies:  
1) All proposed installations of fire suppression systems shall be reviewed by the Town to 
determine the appropriate type of backflow prevention devices or methods required. 
2) For all proposed fire suppression systems using antifreeze, a reduced pressure principle (#10 
on Table D104) backflow prevention device shall be installed at the point of entry. The customer 
shall provide the Town with the design and chemical usage of the fire suppression system. 
3) All existing fire suppression systems shall meet the requirements hereof. An inspection by a 
fire suppression specialist shall be done to determine whether antifreeze has been utilized in the 
suppression system. The inspection shall be done at the expense of the customer. If it cannot 
be certified that antifreeze has been used, then a backflow prevention device shall be installed 
as prescribed by Table D104 and as approved by the Town. Installation shall be at the expense 
of the customer. The required backflow prevention devices or methods shall be installed at the 
time the system is repaired or changed, or within twelve (12) months after adoption of this 
ordinance, whichever occurs first.  
4) In the event cross-connections, such as those found in using auxiliary water supply systems 
or in providing other water additives such as foaming agents, are necessary for the proper 
operation of the fire suppression system, then an air gap or a reduced pressure principle 
backflow prevention device shall be installed in an approved manner. 
SEC. 15.57 REGISTRATION.  
A. Technician Registration:  
1) Any backflow prevention assembly technician licensed by the State of Louisiana must 
register with the Town before performing work within the Town. 
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2) Any licensed backflow prevention assembly technician shall include his or her state 
registration number on all correspondence and forms required by or associated with this 
ordinance. 
B. General Tester Registration:  Any backflow prevention assembly general tester shall present 
a copy of his/her testing certificate from a nationally recognized backflow certification 
organization and shall register with the administrative authority before performing work within 
the Town. 
SEC. 15.58 NON-COMPLIANCE BY REGISTERED TECHNICIANS OR GENERAL TESTERS. 
A. The local registration of a technician or general tester may be revoked or suspended for a 
period of up to two (2) years for non-compliance with this ordinance. 
B. Any of the following conditions constitute non-compliance: 
1) Improper testing or repair of backflow prevention assemblies or methods; 
2) Improper reporting of the results of testing or of repairs made to backflow prevention 
assemblies or methods; 
3) Failure to meet registration requirements; 
4) Related unethical practices. 
SEC. 15.59 INSTALLATION OF BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES OR METHODS. 
A. The required backflow prevention assemblies or methods for containment shall be installed in 
the manner recommended by the manufacturer and in accord with the requirements of Section 
606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition, immediately following the meter or as close to that location as 
deemed practical by the Town.  In any case, it shall be located upstream from any branch 
piping. Installation at this point does not eliminate the responsibility of the customer to protect 
the water supply system from contamination or pollution between the backflow prevention 
assembly or methods and the water main. 
B. Reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assemblies shall be installed so as to be 
protected from flooding. The port or discharge point shall be installed such that it is located at 
least 24 inches above the highest flood level which may have occurred in the previous 10 year 
period. 
C. Reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall not be installed 
in underground vaults or pits, unless a gravity drainage system (designed by a Louisiana 
registered engineer) for the particular site has been approved by the state health officer. (The 
intent of the exception to this section is to possibly allow below grade installations on particular 
sites or lots having sufficiently hilly ground at the proposed location of the device such that when 
the vault or pit is constructed it may be equipped with positive gravity drainage openings as to 
prevent any part of the device from being submerged. A recommended design standard for 
such an installation may be found in Sections 606.4.1 and 606.4.2 of the 1994 Standard 
Plumbing Code.) 
D. All backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be protected from freezing. Those 
devices used for seasonal services may be removed in lieu of being protected from freezing; 
however, the devices must be reinstalled and tested by a registered backflow prevention 
assembly technician prior to service being reactivated.  
E. If hot water is used within the water supply system, thermal expansion shall be provided for 
when installing a backflow prevention assembly or method for containment in accordance with 
Section 613.2 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition. 
F. Provisions shall be made to convey the discharge of water from reduced pressure principle 
backflow prevention assemblies or methods to a suitable drain through an air gap. 
G. No backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be installed in a place where they 
would create a safety hazard, such as, but not limited to, over an electrical panel, or above 
ceiling level. 
H. If interruption of water service during testing and repair of backflow prevention assemblies or 
methods for containment is unacceptable to the customer, another backflow prevention 
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assembly or method of equivalent or higher protection, sized to handle the temporary water flow 
needed during the time of testing or repair, shall be installed in parallel piping. 
I. All backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be installed so that they are accessible 
for testing. 
J. All shut-off valves shall conform with the current edition of the 2000 Edition Louisiana State 
Plumbing Code requirements for either ball or resilient seat gate valves. Full port ball valves 
shall be used on assemblies installed in piping two inches or smaller, and full port resilient 
wedge-type shut off valves on assemblies installed in piping larger than two inches. 
SEC. 15.60 TESTING OF BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES OR METHODS. 
A. Testing of backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be performed by a backflow 
prevention assembly technician or by a backflow prevention assembly general tester registered 
with the administrative authority. The costs of tests required in the following paragraphs shall be 
borne by the customer. 
B. Backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be tested upon installation; when cleaned, 
repaired, or overhauled; when relocated; and, shall be tested and inspected at least once 
annually. Backflow prevention devices shall be tested in accordance with CAN/CSA Standard 
B64.10-1994 or ASSE Standard 5010-1998. 
C. Backflow prevention assemblies or methods which are in place, but have been out of 
operation for more than three (3) months, shall be tested before being put back into operation. 
Backflow prevention assemblies or methods used in seasonal applications shall be tested 
before being put into operation each season. 
D. Any backflow prevention assembly or method which fails a periodic test shall be repaired or 
replaced by a backflow prevention assembly technician when such assembly is located on 
private property. When such a device is located on public property, a backflow prevention 
assembly general tester may repair or replace the device if authorized by the Town. When water 
service has been terminated for non-compliance, the backflow prevention assembly or method 
shall be repaired or replaced prior to the resumption of water service. Backflow prevention 
assemblies or methods shall be re-tested by a registered backflow prevention assembly 
technician or by a backflow prevention assembly general tester immediately after repair or 
replacement. 
E. The Town may require backflow prevention assemblies or methods to be tested at any time 
in addition to the annual testing requirement. 
F. The registered backflow prevention assembly technician or backflow prevention assembly 
general tester shall report the testing of backflow prevention assembly or method to the 
customer and to the administrative authority within fifteen (15) days of the test. 
G. The Town may require, at its own cost, additional tests of individual backflow prevention 
assemblies or methods as it shall deem necessary to verify test procedures and results. 
SEC. 15.61 REPAIR OF BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLIES OR METHODS. 
A. All repairs to backflow prevention assemblies or methods on private property shall be 
performed by a licensed plumber holding a special “water supply protection specialist” 
endorsement on his plumbing license, herein defined as “backflow prevention assembly 
technician”. 
B. After obtaining approval from the Town, a “backflow prevention assembly general tester” may 
perform repairs to backflow prevention assemblies or methods located on public property. 
C. The registered backflow prevention assembly technician or backflow prevention assembly 
general tester shall not change the design, material, or operational characteristics of a backflow 
prevention assembly or method during repair or maintenance, and shall use only original 
manufacturer replacement parts, if available; if not available, shall use replacement parts 
approved by the Town. 
D. The registered backflow prevention assembly technician or backflow prevention assembly 
general tester shall report the repair, overhaul, or replacement of any backflow prevention 
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assembly or method to the customer and to the Town on the form provided by the Town within 
fifteen (15) days of the repair. 
SEC. 15.62 CUSTOMER NON-COMPLIANCE. 
A. The water service may be discontinued in the case of non-compliance with this ordinance. 
Non-compliance includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
1) Refusal to allow the Town access to the property to inspect for cross-connection; 
2) Removal of a backflow prevention assembly or method which has been required by the 
Town; 
3) Bypassing of a backflow prevention assembly or method which has been required by the 
Town; 
4) Providing inadequate backflow prevention when potential or actual cross-connections exist; 
5) Failure to install a backflow prevention assembly or method which has been required by the 
Town; 
6) Failure to test and/or properly repair a backflow prevention assembly or method as required 
by the administrative authority; and 
7) Failure to comply with the requirements of this ordinance. 
SEC. 15.63 PENALTY FOR VIOLATION. 
Apart from any other penalties or sanctions imposed by local or state laws, any person found 
guilty of violating any provision of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished in accordance with Section of the Town Code. Each day 
that a violation is allowed to continue shall constitute a separate and distinct violation. 

SECTION 2: If any provision or item of this ordinance or the application thereof is held 
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, items or applications of this ordinance 
which can be given effect without the invalid provisions, items or applications and to this end the 
provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared severable. 
 SECTION 3: All ordinances or resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
 SECTION 4: This ordinance shall become effective on April 8, 2014. 
Said Ordinance having been introduced on the 12th day of February, 2014, by Whittington, 
notice of a public hearing having been published, said public hearing having been held, the title 
having been read and the Ordinance considered as amended, on motion of Whittington, 
seconded by Jones to adopt the ordinance, a roll call vote was taken and the following was had: 
YEAS: Ashby, Guin, Jones, Lee, and Whittington  
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
And Ordinance 2 of 2014 was adopted this 8th day of April, 2014. 
 
Public Hearing on Ordinance 3 of 2014-Building Inspection Ordinance 
Public Hearing opened 7:17 p.m. There being no comments the Public Hearing closed 7:18 p.m. 
 
Vote on Ordinance 3 of 2014-Building Inspection Ordinance 

 
ORDINANCE 3 of 2014 

 
An Ordinance amending Chapter 19, Section 6 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Blanchard, Adopting Standards for the Review of Plans for Subdivision Developments, Adopting 
Provisions Regarding the Inspection of Any Development, and otherwise providing with respect 

thereto. 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Board of Alderpersons of the Town of Blanchard desire to 
modify the current rules and regulations with respect to the review of plans and specifications 
for real estate subdivision developments, and to reorganize certain provisions of Chapter 19, 
Article A and make certain additions to the same in connection with the desired modifications.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and the Board of Alderpersons of the 
Town of Blanchard, Louisiana, in due, legal and regular session convened, as follows: 
SECTION 1:  Section 19.6 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Blanchard is amended and 
re-enacted to read as follows: 

SECTION 19.6 REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
(a) Prior to the construction of any real estate development as described in this Section, 

the Developer shall either 1) pay the municipality a fee, to be set by resolution of the Mayor and 
Board of Alderpersons of the Town of Blanchard, for review of all plans and specifications of any 
real estate development to ensure compliance with applicable law and ordinances; or 2) employ 
a Third Party Engineer meeting the requirements and qualifications set forth in this Section to 
perform the review of the plans and specifications of the real estate development to ensure 
compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances 
(collectively, the “Applicable Laws and Regulations”), which review shall be performed in 
accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

(b) Third Party Engineer Qualifications.  Any licensed professional engineer desiring to 
provide plans review services for any real estate development must be approved by the Town 
as a Third Party Engineer, by submitting the following items and information to the Town on an 
annual basis: 

1) Completion of Third Party Engineer Application, which application shall provide 
pertinent information about the Third Party Engineer including without limitation 
name, contact information, certifications, and a certificate that the engineer maintains 
an office in Caddo Parish or Bossier Parish;  

2) Current certificate that he or she is a Professional Engineer licensed and in good 
standing in the State of Louisiana; 

3) Current Certificate of Insurance for Professional Liability, including Errors and 
Omissions coverage, with at least $500,000.00 in coverage, also naming the Town of 
Blanchard as an additional insured.  These policies shall not be canceled, permitted 
to expire, or be changed without 30 days notice in advance to the Town; and 

4) Payment of Third Party Engineering Fee of $150.00. 
A Third Party Engineer is required to maintain current evidence with the Town that he or 

she meets the aforementioned requirements, and if not, then the Third Party Engineer shall be 
barred immediately from providing development plans review services within the Town until 
such evidence of current qualifications is provided by the Third Party Engineer.     

(c) Plans Review Report.  Any Plans Review Report submitted to the Town by a Third 
Party Engineer must be attached to the real estate development plans, and must be certified, 
stamped, signed and dated by the Third Party Engineer who conducted the review.  The Town 
may, but is not obligated to, provide and require a form of Plans Review Report and/or a 
checklist for any Plans Review Report, approved by the Board of Alderpersons of the Town.  At 
minimum, the Plans Review Report must: 

1) Show that the Plans are in substantial compliance with the Applicable Laws and 
Regulations; 

2) Include an assessment of the typography of real estate development, and a 
statement that this factor was properly included in all design specifications, where 
necessary; 

3) Include an assessment of the impact of the real estate development on the Town’s 
utility system over the life of the real estate development;   
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4) Attach any required approval letters from any state agency including without 
limitation the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (“DHH”) and the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ”); 

5) If some discrepancy or instance of noncompliance with the Applicable Laws exists in 
the development plans, such discrepancy or instance shall be fully documented in 
the Plans Review Report and shall include resolutions or revisions to the 
development plans to remedy the same.   

(d) Enforcement Responsibilities.  The Third Party Engineer is authorized and directed to 
enforce the provisions of any Applicable Laws and Regulations, and he or she shall not make 
any deviations from, variations to or interpretations of the Applicable Laws and Regulations.   

(e) Submission and Approval.  Any Plans Review Report submitted to the Town will be 
reviewed by the Town or any of its designees, and shall be approved by the Town prior to any 
work on the property or any permitting for construction on any portion of the property. 

(f) Independent Review.  The Third Party Engineer is only allowed to review 
development plans for developers, subdividers and contractors of which the Third Party 
Engineer has no affiliation or interest whatsoever.  Further, no Third Party Engineer is allowed 
to perform a development plans review of plans and specifications for a real estate development 
prepared by that Third Party Engineer. 

(g) Compliance.  Any failure of a Third Party Engineer to comply with this ordinance, will 
result in a 6 month suspension from providing development plans review services in the Town 
for the first occurrence of such failure, a 1 year suspension for the second occurrence and a 
permanent barring from providing development plans review services for the third offense.  In 
addition, such failure of a Third Party Engineer will be subject to any applicable penalties as 
described herein. 

(h) Violations.  It shall be unlawful for any Third Party Engineer, person or firm to violate 
any provision of this Section, or cause the same to be done, and if any violation occurs, in 
addition to any other remedy available under this Section or at law, that Third Party Engineer, 
person or firm violating this Section shall be required to pay a fine to the Town for each instance 
of any violation, which fines shall be set from time to time by resolution of the Mayor and the 
Board of Alderpersons, in their sole discretion. 

(i) Definitions.  The words below are defined as follows (whether or not such is 
capitalized): 

1) “Applicable Laws and Regulations” has the meaning provided in Section 19(a) hereof. 
2) “Development” means any real estate subdivision development located within the 

existing limits of the Town or located adjacent to the Town and planned to be 
included within the Town limits at some future date. 

3) “Plans” means the plans and specifications detailing the proposed work in connection 
with the Development. 

4) “Plans Review Report” means the documentation submitted by a Third Party 
Engineer to demonstrate conformity with all Applicable Laws and Regulations. 

5) “Third Party Engineer” means any licensed professional engineer qualified to review 
real estate development plans in the Town. 

SECTION 2:  In addition, Section 19.8 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Blanchard is 
enacted, which shall read as follows: 

SECTION 19.8  INSPECTIONS 
After the approval of plans and specifications for such real estate development by the 

Town as set forth in this Article, the developer of the real estate development may commence 
the construction of the improvements set forth in the plans and specifications approved by the 
Town.  Any improvements constructed in connection with the real estate development shall be 
inspected by the Town or its designee to ensure that the improvements were constructed in 
accordance with the approved plans and specifications.  The developer of the real estate 



14 
 

development shall pay the Town a fee, which fee shall be set by resolution of the Mayor and 
Board of Alderpersons of the Town, for inspections performed by the Town or its designee in 
connection with this Section.   
SECTION 3: If any provision or item of this ordinance or the application thereof is held invalid, 
such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, items or applications of this ordinance which can 
be given effect without the invalid provisions, items or applications and to this end the provisions 
of this ordinance are hereby declared severable. 
SECTION 4: All ordinances or resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
SECTION 5: This ordinance shall become effective on April 8, 2014. 
Motion made by Lee to adopt Ordinance 3 of 2014. Second by Whittington. 
Roll Call Vote: 
YEAS: Ashby, Guin, Jones, Lee, and Whittington 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAINED: None 
ABSENT: None 
And Ordinance 3 of 2014 was adopted this 8th day of April, 2014. 
 

New Business 

Possible purchase of East Mooringsport Water System 
Motion by Jones to look at confidential information provided by Arceneaux before making a 
decision and postpone action to the May 13, 2014, council meeting. Second by Whittington. All 
voted yea. 
 
Proclamation to declare April 2014 as Fair Housing Month 
Motion by Jones to declare April 2014 as Fair Housing Month, second by Whittington. All voted 
yea. 
 
Petition of annexation received from Mr. Egan 
Motion by Ashby to accept Mr. Egan’s petition for annexation into the Town of Blanchard, 
second by Whittington. All voted yea. 
 
Resolution 6 of 2014-A resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Professional 
Services Agreement for and on behalf of the Town of Blanchard with the Louisiana 
Municipal Advisory and Technical Services Bureau (LaMATS) to assist in the collection 
of fees and delinquent property taxes, including, but not limited to, tax sales. 

 
RESOLUTION 6 OF 2014 

 
A Resolution authorizing Mayor Johnny Digilormo to enter into a Professional Services 

Agreement for and on  behalf of the Town of Blanchard with the Louisiana Municipal Advisory 
and Technical Services Bureau (LaMATS) to assist in the collection of fees and delinquent 

property taxes, including but not limited to, tax sales. 
 
WHEREAS, Louisiana’s municipalities have an obligation under the Louisiana State Constitution 
to collect those debts owed to them; 
WHEREAS, municipalities across the State of Louisiana are faced with delinquent property 
taxes and are obligated to collect such delinquent taxes while keeping within budgetary 
constraints; and 
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WHEREAS, Louisiana Constitution Article VII, Section 14 (C) provides that political subdivisions 
may engage in cooperative endeavor agreements with public and private entities as long as a 
public purpose is served; and 
WHEREAS, the collection of delinquent property taxes and to sell such properties in accordance 
with applicable law in order for the municipality to meet its constitutional obligation as well as to 
prevent blighted property and to maintain the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the 
Town of Blanchard; and 
WHEREAS, the Town of Blanchard has the ability to enter into a cooperative endeavor 
agreement with any public or private entity to assist in the collection of delinquent property taxes 
and to assist in tax sales; and  
WHEREAS, LaMATS is a private entity that offers services to public bodies including the 
collection of delinquent property taxes and tax sales; and  
WHEREAS, the Town of Blanchard entering into a cooperative endeavor agreement with 
LaMATS would be an efficient and cost effective way for the Town of Blanchard to collect 
delinquent property taxes and assist in tax sales and desires to engage LaMATS for the 
performance of those services. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Alderpersons, acting as the governing 
authority of said Town of Blanchard that: 

Mayor Johnny Digilormo is hereby authorized to enter into a Professional 
Services Agreement for and on behalf of the Town of Blanchard with the 
Louisiana Municipal Advisory and Technical Services Bureau (LaMATS) to assist 
in the collection of fees and delinquent taxes, including but not limited to tax 
sales. 

Motion by Jones to adopt Resolution 6 of 2014, second by Ashby. The vote thereon was as 
follows: 
YEAS: Ashby, Guin, Jones, Lee, and Whittington  
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
And Resolution 6 of 2014 was adopted on this 8th day of April, 2014. 
 
Discussion re: Mineral Lease proposal from Anadarko 
Guin recused himself from discussion. Motion by Whittington authorizing Arceneaux to compose 
a resolution to be sent to the State Mineral Board. Whittington requested the resolution state a 
25% royalty, a vertical Pugh Clause, no 2-year option, and be presented to the Council at the 
May 13, 2014, meeting. Second by Ashby. All voted yea. 

 
Report of Departments 

Buildings and Grounds  
Whittington stated nothing to report. Presswood reported Window World donated new windows 
to the police department. 
Streets and Rights of Way  
Jones stated nothing to report. 
Water Department  
Ashby stated the new water plant is still under construction and 4 men received additional 
certifications. 
Sewer Department  
Guin stated everything running good.  
Police Department  
Chief stated Officer Simpkins is back to work. 
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Treasurer Report 
Lee stated nothing to report. She asked what type of homes would be built in the Wasson Road 
area? Debra stated the homes would be single-story brick slab homes ranging from 1500 to 
2000 sq. ft.  
Comments by the Mayor 
Lee stated the Town needs a survey of the right-of-way along Highway 1 to Citizens Bank. 
Motion by Guin to request 3 quotes along with a time line as to when the survey would be 
complete. Second by Jones. All voted yea. Mayor asked that if any Council members plan to 
attend the LMA Conference in August to please notify Debra. Motion by Lee to adjourn, second 
by Whittington. All voted yea and the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________          ________________________________ 
Johnny Digilormo, Mayor    Debra Smith, Town Clerk 
  

 


